
Attention: Principal Research Officer 
Joint elect Committee on End of Life Choices. 
Legislative Assembly, 
Parliament House. 
PERTH WA 6000 

Dear Honourable Members and Councillors 
' 

(11 cgor) Kcrrv 

l .~writing lo you to express my opposition to any increase in access to or cligiblity for 
c itizens of Western Australia to end their life through euthanasia. Life is a gift. It is not 
autonomously wrought. It should not be autonomously ended. l address each term of 
reference as necessary. 

(a) assess the practices currently being utilised within the medical community to assist a 
person to exercise their preferences for the way they want to manage their end of life when 
experiencing chronic and/or terminal illnesses, including the role of palliative care; 

I believe current practices within the medical community remain adequate in the area 
of end of life choices. I fully support that an individual should be able to request that 
li fe-preserving medications should cease, but I do not believe in the general principle 
positive action to accelerate death should be permitted. This issue brings to mind the 
experience of my Grandmother. She at her usual GP visit was strongly encouraged, 
arguably coerced, to consent to not being resuscitated. Ultimately, at the intervention 
of my family, she was permitted not to sign, but the pressure was unjustified. 

While this incident is unfortunate, I do understand the medical reasons the doctor was 
supporting this course of action. However, my Grandmother has the right to request 
medical help to sustain her life. Euthanasia is obviously irreversible, which increases 
the severity of this action. This highlights that despite the most robust safeguards, 
some individuals will feel pressured to consent to an act they do not wish to do. 

(d) examine the role of Advanced Health Directives, Enduring Power of Attorney and 
Enduring Power of Guardianship laws and the implications for individuals covered by these 
instruments in any proposed legislation. 

Some argue that euthanasia should be permitted in cases where a third party 
determines an injured person's life is not worth living. However, this is based on the 
fallacy that quality of life can be objectively measured. Additionally, it reinforces the 
particular cultural conception that life is about happiness, or at a more extreme view, 
entertainment. This argument states, should happiness cease, life ceases. This, 
however, contradicts with what I consider central to being human in my life. There is 
a quote from Alexander Dumas, "There is neither happiness nor misery in the world; 
only the comparison of one state with another, nothing more. He who has felt the 
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"The measure of a life, after all, is not its duration, but its donation."
Corrie ten Boom

Yours Faithfully,

Alexander Dumas, The Count of Monte Cristo

deepest grid' is best able to experience supreme happiness."' Pain and happiness,
suffering and joy. are equally apart of being human. It is through pain we fully
comprehend happiness. 1 do not wish to impose my belief's upon them, but for my
perspective, voluntary euthanasia is the antithesis of  my Christian faith. It contradicts
the central value that life is not for our benefit, but for the benefit of others. It is this
value, that you. Sirs and Madams. arc deliberating. It is this value that drives every
anti-slavery and equality movement. It is a substantial request, but I ask those
suffering, let us serve you and learn what it is to be generous while you teach us what
happiness and endurance  mean.

I fully acknowledge I cannot understand the depth of pain of those who suffer chronic
pain. But. I hope they will be able to teach me what enduring really is. That they will
inspire the brightest minds amongst us to invent means to alleviate that pain.

No individual can determine  for another the value of life. No person can measure the
value they still have to contribute. My father says, "who do you trust enough to
determine whether you would want to live?" I would add, how can I. in an
emotionally distraught state, determine when I should have stopped living.

If you would indulge me. I wish to end with the story of my honorary aunty. She was
diagnosed with a serious condition. The medication available, while increasing her chances of
survival, damaged her quality of life severely. She determined that she could not endure the
medication. She ended treatment, and her condition, after a few years, became terminal.
Throughout this entire time, she tried her best to be happy, to enjoy the little things, to invest
in her family. She was inspiring, courageous, and preserving. She informs what I understand
to be the meaning of life. Her legacy also reminds me of my duty: to live for others. Her life,
while suffering and bleak, was full of life because she invested in mine, others, and her entire

community.

Gregory Kerry
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Yours Faithfully, 

 
Gregory Kerry 

1 Alexander Dumas, The Count of Monte Cristo 




